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Team Member of the Month:  
Congratulations, Tim Reiser! 

 
 

 
lectrician Tim Reiser  is our 
Team Member of the Month. 
Tim, with a big assist from Bill 

Shankus, has just completed a challenging 
electrical installation at the Puget Sound 

Naval Shipyard. The scope of work was to 
install a 400 amp, 480-volt sub panel on 

the ninth floor to be used for powering a 
new 40-ton rooftop unit and associated 
VAV boxes. It was a challenge just getting 
the three-inch conduit from the basement 
to the ninth floor. With that task complete, 
he was ready for “the pull.” The pull was 
four lengths of 500 MCM cable (37 strands 
of copper wire wrapped with insulation and 
measuring one inch in diameter) from the 
basement to the ninth floor. The pull 
required eleven men, and had to be 
accomplished after normal work hours for 
safety reasons. The pull started at 5:00 
p.m. and the cable was securely in place 
at 9:00 p.m. It was not only a great job, but 
all completed a safe job. Excellent work, 
Tim! 
 

He is currently working at the U.S. Court 
House in Seattle running power for some 
new water source heat pumps. Tim’s 
commitment to training is evident as he 
takes most classes offered by ASEI.  He 
currently spends one night a week as a 2nd 
year student in CITC’s 4-year program for 
HVAC.  

 
Tim has been with ASEI since February 

of 2006 and consistently performs a first-
rate job with an upbeat outlook. You can 
always count on him to have a smile on 
his face.  Congratulations, Tim! 

E 
 



Quality in Progress  
 
by Sandy Colyer, Office Manager 

 

The Venue on Union in Tacoma was the 
new site for the monthly breakfast meeting at 
6:30 a.m., Friday, March 19. The atmosphere 

was upbeat as employees 
gathered to share each 
other’s company, as well 
as a great meal. Following 
the announcement of 
returning employees, 

Project Manager Tim Farrell gave a safety 
talk, Office Manager Sandy Colyer  
introduced a revised Substance Policy that 
goes into effect April 1, and Sales Manager 
Mike Riggins  gave a sales update.  

Maintaining a strong team-oriented 
workforce requires continued reinforcement. 
As such, team-building exercises are 
occasionally used as a training tool. 
Controller Jay Hileman  introduced one of 
these exercises titled Zoom. The group tries 
to create a unified story from a set of 
randomly distributed pictures. This requires 
patience and communication, as well as 
understanding another's point of view in 
order to recreate the story’s sequence. The 
meeting came to a conclusion when the 
Team Member of the Month was revealed 
and door prize winners were given gifts.

 
 

New Service Customers  
 

 
 

New Jobs  
 

Steel Lake Presbyterian Church  
Steel Lake Presbyterian Church was 

originally designed and installed by ASEI 
over 25 years ago. A couple of years ago, the 

recent stewardship 
began noticing some 
problems with their 
HVAC and asked ASEI to 
get involved and look 
after their facility.  

We began with a 
service maintenance 

agreement, some repairs and a plan for the 
future to replace or upgrade their systems to 
new energy-efficient systems. An integral part 
of this process is the installation of a new 

American Auto-Matrix WEB-based BACnet 
control system.  
Michael Coffey  sold the first phase of this 

project that started with the 20-ton split 
system replacement that serves the 
sanctuary and the fellowship center. 
Additionally, we are adding an LCD color 
touch screen interface in the office to monitor 
and set system points.  

 
True Blue  

The HVAC system serving the cafeteria 
area on the top floor of the building originally 
utilized a multi-zone unit and was no longer 
functional. The system will be replaced with 
three hydronic heat pumps with American 
Auto-Matrix digital controls. Frank Salisz  is 

 

We welcome  our new service customers 
and look forward to serving you! 

o Bonney Lake Imaging Center, Bonney Lake 
o Enumclaw Cinemas, Enumclaw 
o Grace Children’s Center, Des Moines 
o Mittelstaedt Properties, Kent�



overseeing the project for the owner. ASEI’s 
Larry Hiegel  is the project manager.



USCG Bellingham  
Working for Saybr Contractors , Dan 

Hamilton  has sold this project that will take 
two of our crew out of town for a few weeks. 
The job involves a complete replacement of 
the four HVAC furnaces, two fans, 27 zoning 
dampers and digital controls in an occupied 
Coast Guard station. Four 
heat recovery ventilators 
and two new exhaust fans 
will be added to the system. 
ASEI will also be handling 
the electrical power wiring, 
including the disconnect and 
reconnect, as well as installing new circuits for 
the new equipment. The job starts next week 
with Tim Farrell  performing the project 
management duties, which is especially 
important with an out of town project. 
 
NW Asthma And Allergy TI – Issaquah  

This will be the first tenant improvement 
project at the Highmark Medical Office 
Building, and will also be under contract with 

Rushforth Construction . The job involves the 
HVAC required for four VAV zones, medium 
and low-pressure ducting, exhaust systems 
and DDC controls. The design is complete, 
and the job is expected to work along with the 
completion of the shell work. Tim Farrell  is 
managing this job; Dan Hamilton  is the sales 
engineer. 
 
Alleman  

Over the years ASEI has replaced most of 
the systems for Dr. Alleman’s offices. The 
oldest two split systems are now being 
replaced with high-efficiency 17SEER units 
complete with seven-day week programmable 
thermostats, thus qualifying for substantial 
Puget Sound Energy rebates. This work was 
quoted by Michael Coffey . 

We were excited to share the rebate 
program news with Dr. Alleman and his wife, 
Nancy as they had planned to replace the 
equipment without prior knowledge of the 
potential rebates. Dennis Lawrence  is 
managing the project.

Job Notes  
 

Kids Discovery Museum  
Kids Discovery Museum at Bainbridge Island 

includes four split-systems that serve this two-
story building. Marco Garay  and Tracy Goins  
have completed the mechanical rooms and are 
working on exposed spiral ducting in the 
exchange areas. Bill Shankus  and Roberto 
Ros have started the work including the 
refrigeration and controls. Tim Farrell  is the 
project manager. 

 
Masterworks TI  
   Lead Installer Tom Hamilton , along with 
Mark Kraft , Bryan McLeish  and Ahren Pratt , 
have been busy with Masterworks TI. This 
remodel of an existing two-story office building 
is scheduled to finish this month. In addition to 
using the existing rooftop units and adding 
new VVT zone control system with American 
Auto-Matrix Controls, ASEI is also modifying 
the air distribution. Control work is being done 
by Bill Shankus , Bill McVeigh  and Roberto 

Ros, as Dennis Lawrence manages this 
project. 
Highmark Medical Office Building  
 The Highmark Medical Office Building is a 

two-story office-building project overseen by 
Project Manager Tim Farrell . John Llarenas  
and Mark Kraft  have set the curb for the 40-
foot long McQuay unit, and they are preparing 
to set drops. The crane lift is scheduled for 
March 31. Duct work and VAV boxes are 
scheduled for installation in April. Tenant 
improvements will be continuing shortly after. 
 
Luther Chiropractic  

Eddie Wood  and Mike Dupea  are busy at 
Luther Chiropractic in Seattle installing a 3-ton 
water source heat pump, supply air ducting 
and associated diffusers and grills. 
 
Kirkland Springs Jacuzzi Room  

Mike Dupea  and Mark Cuddington  are hard 
at work at the Kirkland Springs Jacuzzi Room 



in this apartment complex in Kirkland. This 
project includes the installation of a forced air 

heater, ducting and associated electrical work.

Tech Tip: Let’s Use More Nitrogen!  
 

by Jeff Lulay, Service Technician
 

The title may seem like a poor attempt at 
humor but it really isn’t. Let me explain: As 
service technicians, we’ve used nitrogen for 
years for pressure testing sealed AC&R 
systems to verify our system is tight and leak 
free. Some of us have even used nitrogen 
during soldering of pipe fittings during repairs 
or larger piping jobs to prevent copper oxide 
from being left inside pipe joints.  

With the new refrigerant types and the use 
of POE oil, it’s imperative that nitrogen be 
bled through the piping system when 
soldering any joints. If nitrogen isn’t used, the 
remaining copper oxide will cause the POE 

oil to break down and turn into sludge once 
the system is operational. This could result in 
a plugged liquid drier, metering device or 
ultimately, a failed compressor.  

Nitrogen can be used for purging an 
already recovered system to verify that the 
existing refrigerant has been displaced. 
Some of the new refrigerants have chemical 
components that are combustible, making it a 
safety concern to ensure the system is 100 
percent free of refrigerant before hot work 
begins. 

So, again, “Let’s use more nitrogen!”

Safety Tip: Driving Safety
 by Ahren Pratt, Sheet Metal Installer
The more often a certain task is performed, 

the more desensitized an individual can 
becomes. Driving a vehicle is one prime 
example. When you are new to driving, your 
hands are on the steering wheel at ten and 
two. You constantly check your mirrors. Your 
blinker is on at least three seconds before a 
lane change.  

However, for most of us, we tend to get 
lazy. Our hands slip to the bottom of the 

steering wheel; we might engage in a 
conversation on a cell phone or we might get 
too comfortable with cruise control. It may not 
seem so, but these are all dangerous 
distractions. It’s easy to reduce your level of 
attention from where it needs to be by just 
really getting into a radio show or music. 

For those who appreciate where they are in 
life with friends and family, curb your lethargy 
and remember the basics every day.

ASEI’s 15 th Annual Golf Tournament  
 

The date has been set and the golf course 
reserved for this year’s charity golf 

tournament.  Mark your calendar 
for Friday, August 13  and a 

shotgun tee-off time of 12:30 p.m.  at 
Allenmore Public Golf  Course . We 
are looking for players, tee sponsors 
and prize donations. Join us for a day 

of fun and a chance to support Need-
A-Break Services , a division of the 
Tacoma Rescue Mission. This non-profit 
organization relies on private donations to 

help people in Pierce County and the 
surrounding area.  They are devoted to 
helping people succeed by providing gifts 
and services such as home repair, auto 
repair and household goods to people who 
are in need of a break (senior citizens, 
widows, single parents, etc.). Need-A-Break 
Services  welcomes those who wish to 
volunteer together such as church groups, 
corporate groups, etc. Contact Sandy Colyer 
or Travis Bacon at 253-572-9484, or email 
sandyc@asei.ws if you want to participate.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Tacoma Rainiers Box Seats  
 

Air Systems Engineering, Inc. has season 
tickets (four box seats) for the 
talented Tacoma Rainiers 
baseball team. These tickets 
are available to all of our 
customers and employees.  

All home games are played 
at Cheney Stadium in 

Tacoma. Come watch the Rainiers hit it out of 

the park in the stadium’s last year before 
renovations begin after this sure-to-be 
fantastic season. The first home game is 
scheduled for April 8 against Colorado 
Springs Sky Sox.  

If you are interested in tickets or would like 
a game schedule, please call Kandi Crawford 
at the ASEI office at 253-572-9484 (Tacoma) 
or 206-628-9484 (Seattle).

 

April Birthdays:  
April 04 Mark Cuddington , Electrician 
April 07 Steve Wilder , Service Technician   
April 13 Judi McKinney , Accounts Payable  
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April 15 David Price , Lead Sheet Metal Installer 
April 22 Bryan Haithcox , Service Technician 
April 29 Jeff Lulay , Service Technician      
 
ASEI Newsletter:  If you would like to receive this newsletter elect ronically instead of by mail, 
please send an email to sandyc@asei.ws .  
 

TRAIN IT: April 2010  
  
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday    Friday 
     

 
 1 2 

Service Meeting 
7:00 a.m. 

5 
 

6 
CITC –Sheet Metal 

2nd Yr. & 3 rd Yr. 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Construction 
Meeting 6:30 

a.m. 
12 

 
13 
CITC –Sheet Metal 

2nd Yr. & 3 rd Yr. 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

19 
 

20 
CITC –Sheet Metal 

2nd Yr. & 3 rd Yr. 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

26 27 
CITC –Sheet Metal 

2nd Yr. & 3 rd Yr. 

28 29 30 

 

ONLY CLASSES HELD AT ASEI ARE LISTED. Class hour: 5 :30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.  
 
 

 


